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Extreme Weather Policy 

Purpose 

 
Camp Oconto is committed to protecting the safety and wellbeing of all campers and staff during extreme 
weather events. 

What is Extreme Weather? 
Extreme weather includes unusual, severe, or unseasonal weather conditions that may pose a risk to health or 
safety. 

Camp Directors and Office Staff continuously monitor weather conditions and Environment Canada alerts. 
When severe weather is expected, they will communicate instructions promptly and coordinate movement to 
designated emergency shelter locations. 

Weather Watch 
During a weather watch: 

• Monitor changing weather conditions closely. 
• Inform staff of potential concerns as needed. 
• Be prepared to move to designated emergency shelter locations if directed. 

Emergency Shelter Locations 

• Basement of the Bung 

• Basement of Awakening/Seven Up 

• Senior Shower House 

• Workshop 

• Canoe Top 

• High Top 

• Tree Top 

Moving to Shelter 

During Section Time 
Section staff are responsible for calmly and quickly moving campers to the assigned emergency shelter. 

Section Shelter Location 

Robins Canoe Top 

Tads High Top 

Chips Tree Top 

Eagles Senior Shower House 

Ints Basement of the Bung 

Seniors Basement of Awakening 
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QCs Workshop 

Culinary, Medical, Misc. Workshop 

During Activities 
Activity staff are responsible for moving campers from the activity area (or designated Black Flag location) to 
the assigned shelter. 

Activity Area Shelter Location 

Lookout (Sailing, Windsurfing, Song Circle) Basement of Awakening 

Penthouse (Dance, Cardio) Basement of Awakening 

Dining Hall Area (Tennis, Adventure, Canoeing, Kayaking, Ropes, Nature) Senior Shower House 

Sparts Senior Shower House 

Labbett Lodge (Drama, Swimming, Diving, Synchro, Free Swim) Basement of the Bung 

Burrow (Rock Climbing, Archery) Canoe Top 

Arts & Crafts Basement of Awakening 

Pottery Basement of Awakening 

Riding Barn Senior Shower House 

Extreme Wind Procedures 

During an Extreme Wind Event 
If a tornado or high wind watch requires campers and staff to shelter: 

• Directors will announce over the walkie-talkie: "Go to your secure weather location." 
• Counsellors and Section Heads will calmly and quickly escort campers to the assigned shelter. 
• Once inside: 

o Close all doors. 
o Secure storm shutters where applicable. 
o Keep campers together. 
o Use available TV/DVD equipment to help keep campers calm, if appropriate. 

• Staff should remain calm and reassuring throughout the event. 

After the Storm 
Safety remains the first priority. 

Staff should: 

• Ensure all campers and staff are safe and accounted for. 
• Report hazards immediately to a Director (e.g., downed hydro lines, fallen trees, damaged buildings, 

flooding or erosion). 
• Inspect facilities for broken glass and other hazards. 
• Contact emergency services if directed. 
• Ensure the camp gate is open for emergency vehicles if required. 

Extreme Heat Procedures 
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Camp Oconto's Extreme Heat Plan is designed to prevent heat stress and heat-related illness. 

 

Definitions 

Heat Stress 

The body's exposure to heat from the environment and physical activity. 

Heat Strain 

The physical effects of heat stress, ranging from mild symptoms to serious medical emergencies. 

Humidex 
The "feels like" temperature calculated by Environment Canada using temperature and humidity. 

• Increased monitoring begins when the Humidex reaches 30°C. 
• The Extreme Heat Plan is implemented when the Humidex reaches 40°C or higher. 

Staff Responsibilities During Extreme Heat 
Staff should: 

• Watch for signs of heat stress in campers and fellow staff. 
• Encourage frequent hydration. 
• Report anyone showing signs of heat illness to their Section Head or Activity Head immediately. 
• Remember that someone experiencing heat stroke may be unable to recognize their own symptoms. 

Extreme Heat Mitigation Measures 

When the Humidex reaches 40°C or above, the following measures will be implemented: 

Increased Swimming Opportunities 
Additional supervised swimming opportunities will be scheduled, including: 

• Free Time before lunch 
• Free Time before dinner 
• Before tuck-in 

A Run-In/Run-Out system may be used. Campers may wear bathing suits to the Dining Hall during extreme heat 
to allow for easier cooling before or after meals. 

The Assistant Director (or designate) will schedule additional waterfront supervision. 

Activity Modifications 

• Move indoor activities outdoors where practical. 
• Shorten activities to allow additional cooling breaks. 
• Reduce or avoid strenuous activities whenever possible (e.g., running, horseback riding). 
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Cooling Centres 
The following cooling spaces are available: 

• Basement of the Bung 
• Basement of Awakening 
• Cool Room in the Health Centre 

These areas should remain clean and ready for immediate use. 

Hydration 

• Ice will be available in a cooler at the Flag Pole for staff and campers to refill water bottles. 
• Staff should actively encourage frequent hydration throughout the day. 

Sun Protection 
Staff and campers are strongly encouraged to wear: 

• Wide-brimmed hats 
• Sun shirts 
• Sunscreen 

Director Responsibilities 

Camp Directors will: 

• Determine appropriate shelter locations. 
• Decide whether camp evacuation is required. 
• Contact emergency services when necessary. 
• Implement the Emergency Media Plan if required. 
• Conduct a post-incident debrief. 
• Complete all incident reporting. 

Staff Responsibilities 

During any extreme weather event, staff will: 

• Prioritize camper safety and wellbeing. 
• Conduct accountability checks and report results via walkie-talkie. 
• Supervise movement to shelter or evacuation locations. 
• Maintain a calm and reassuring environment. 
• Keep groups together at all times during movement or evacuation. 

 


